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Report on the Public Forum on the Rule of Law and 
 Modernization of Somalia’s Legal Framework 

Background/Introduction  
Somalia has a strong cultural and religious commitment to justice, equality, and impartiality. 
However, achieving the rule of law remains a significant challenge. Effective legal systems and 
institutions are essential for upholding the rule of law, yet decades of instability and a primary focus 
on state reconstruction rather than justice have hindered progress. To bridge the gap between 
Somalia’s aspirations and its justice shortcomings, it is crucial to develop institutions that genuinely 
uphold legal principles. This involves establishing an independent judiciary, enhancing public 
awareness, and strengthening democratic values to foster a more just and equitable society. 

To foster further discussions on the rule of law and Somalia’s legal framework, Independence House 
organized and hosted a public forum. The event aimed to explore the modernization of the country’s 
legal system to address existing challenges by establishing a framework that upholds justice and aligns 
with Sharia principles. Additionally, it sought to promote a democratic and equitable justice system 
in Somalia. The event brought together key stakeholders, legal experts, and policymakers to 
deliberate on critical judicial reforms. The forum provided participants with a comprehensive 
understanding of Somalia’s evolving judicial system and the ongoing legal reforms spearheaded by 
the government. 

Objective  

This report aims to provide a roadmap for strengthening the rule of law in Somalia, emphasizing 
the judiciary's crucial role in this process. A well-functioning judiciary is fundamental to maintaining 
justice, as it directly impacts key institutions such as law enforcement, investigative bodies, 
prosecutors, and correctional facilities. By ensuring these entities operate within the framework of 
justice and accountability, a strong judiciary becomes the foundation for an effective legal system 
that upholds the principles of fairness, integrity, transparency, accountability, and efficiency while 
promoting equal access to justice for all citizens. 

Specific Objectives 

1. To review Somalia’s current criminal procedure law and discuss necessary amendments. 
2. To explore the establishment of an independent judicial commission. 
3. To assess the role and impact of an anti-corruption commission in strengthening justice. 
4. To evaluate the Somali judicial model and its alignment with international standards. 
5. To discuss the modernization of Somalia’s laws and the legal system’s adaptability to 

contemporary challenges. 
6. To understand the reforms led by President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud’s administration in 

enhancing judiciary and justice institutions. 
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Purpose of the Report  

This report summarizes the key discussions and outcomes of the public forum. It highlights the 
contributions of guest speakers, particularly the insights shared by Hassan Maalim Mahmoud, 
Minister of Constitutional Affairs and Justice, on judicial reforms in Somalia. Additionally, the 
report serves as a reference document for stakeholders involved in legal reforms and governance in 
Somalia. 

Discussion Highlights  

During the forum, Minister Hassan Maalim Mahmoud provided an in-depth analysis of Somalia’s 
criminal procedure law, emphasizing the necessity of reviewing outdated provisions to align them 
with modern legal standards. He also underscored the importance of establishing an independent 
judicial commission to ensure transparency and accountability in the judiciary. 

The discussions further examined the role of the anti-corruption commission in curbing judicial 
corruption and enhancing public trust in the legal system. Participants engaged in a critical dialogue 
on equal access to justice and the need to strengthen legal institutions to serve all citizens fairly. 
Participants also analysed the judicial model, focusing on its effectiveness and potential areas for 
improvement. 

A significant part of the discussions revolved around the modernization of Somalia’s legal 
framework. This included digitizing legal processes, adopting international best practices, and 
ensuring that the legal system remains relevant to contemporary societal needs. Participants also 
explored the ongoing judicial reforms led by President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud, assessing how his 
administration is working to enhance justice institutions. 

Conclusion 

The public forum organized by Independence House served as a crucial platform for discussing 
Somalia’s legal and judicial reforms. The event highlighted the urgent need for modernization, 
transparency, and accountability in the legal system. The insights shared by Minister Hassan Maalim 
Mahmoud and other participants provided valuable perspectives on the future of Somalia’s judiciary. 

Moving forward, it is imperative for stakeholders to continue engaging in such discussions and work 
collaboratively to implement the proposed reforms. Strengthening Somalia’s legal framework will 
contribute significantly to the rule of law, justice, and good governance in the country. 

 


